
APPENDIX D 

AGENCY AND CITY CORRESPONDENCE 
1) 6/2006 Early Coordination Letter from SDDOT to Agencies 
2) 6/30/2006 SD State Historical Society response e-mail 
3) 7/10/2006 Natural Resources Conservation Service response letter 
4) 7/17/2006 SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks response letter 
5) 8/2/2006 US Fish and Wildlife response letter 
6) 9/28/2006 SD Department of Public Safety/Emergency Management response 

letter 
7) 10/10/2006 US Army Corps of Engineers response letter 
8) 11/7/2006 SD Department of Environment and Natural Resources response letter 
9) 1/23/2007 Letter from FHWA to tribal agencies 
10) 3/17/2008 Letter from SDDOT to SD State Historical Society 
11) 7/30/2008 Letter from Watertown Parks and Recreation Board regarding Hanten 

Park 
12) 4/7/2009 SD State Historical Society response letter 
13) 5/14/09 Resource Agency Coordination Meeting Notes 
14) 6/2/09 SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks concurrence for de minimis 

impact to Pelican Lake Game Production Area 
15) 9/8/09 Resource Agency Coordination Meeting Notes 
16) 9/18/09 SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks concurrence for de minimis 

noise impact to Pelican Lake Game Production Area 
17) 9/21/09 USDA concurrence with Option 3 
18) 9/29/09 USFWS concurrence with Option 3 
19) 9/29/09 SDGFP concurrence with Option 3 
20) 9/29/09 USFWS ‘No Effect Finding’ for threatened and endangered species 
21) 10/1/09 SDDENR concurrence with Option 3 



































































































RESOURCE AGENCY COORDINATION MEETING 
MAY 14, 2009 

DOT CONFERENCE ROOM 153 
 

ATTENDEES:  Ginger Massie, FHWA, Leslie Peterson, GFP, John Miller, DENR, 
Amy Rubingh, SHPO, Carolyn Kutz, USACE, Natalie Gates, USFWS, Alice Whitebird, 
DOT, Tom Lehmkuhl, DOT, Ryan Huber, DOT, Joan Bortnem Clarke, DOT, Rich 
Phillips, DOT, Terry Keller, DOT 
 
Agenda/discussion: 
 

1. Watertown South Connector 2A (00RW) and SD20/US212 intersection – 
Discussion on moving Fish Road west of the railroad tracks and grassing over the 
current alignment.  This road is privately owned by Agralliance but the BNSF 
uses it to operate their switches for the spur line.  DOT will buy the privately-
owned land necessary to move Fish Road and transfer any excess land to GFP for 
wetlands et. al. and document with GFP.  Discussion on wetland mitigation plan 
for 2A that includes using City-owned land between the inside radii of two 
oxbows of the old diversion channel with wildlife refuge mounds and perhaps 
adding additional area for banking at a preservation ratio.  No issues with this 
idea, but will check with Jim Oehlerking regarding buffer (also check with Jim on 
buffer for 00RV).  On May 15, Jim agreed to the mitigation plans for both 
projects, but needs a state cert. form for both and advised that any maintenance 
benches can’t be considered as part of a wetland, but can be in the buffer, 
preferably at the outer fringe.  The intersection at US212 is being reconfigured to 
better accommodate traffic, but should not negatively impact property owners.  
The power poles along the proposed 00RW alignment will be moved instead of 
shifting the alignment south and causing additional impact to the diversion 
channel.  The EA schedule for 00RW includes final draft EA by HDR by end of 
May, review and release to public by mid June, public meeting early July and 
FONSI signature by early August. No adverse comments by agencies on this EA 
direction to date. 

2. Cheyenne River PCN 00L6 emergency bank stabilization project on SD34 bridge 
at Bridger was discussed: the interim measure includes diverting flow just north 
of the current channel in the alluvium so that rip rap can be placed on the south 
shore due to extreme flooding and erosion this past spring.  Archaeological 
clearance and Tribal coordination will be competed in order to complete the 
interim project under low flows in 2009.  It is anticipated that about 400 ton of rip 
rap is needed.  Discussion regarding Leased Tern habitat just east of the site 
several hundred feet resulted in no apparent impacts, but DOT will be wary of any 
activities of this species. 

3. Hutchinson County PCN 00GU – US18 from SD25 east to eastern city limits of 
Olivet (Grading, Structures & Surfacing) – Wetland impacts and mitigation:  This 
project will impact 0.52 acre of wetland along the project corridor.  Efforts to 
mitigate on-site were unsuccessful with a local landowner, so DOT would like to 
use wetland bank credits to mitigate impacts due to this project.  SDDENR and  
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 Meeting Notes 
Subject:  Segment 2A Agency Coordination 

Client:   South Dakota Department of Transportation 

Project:   Watertown South Connector Project No:  EM 4020(01) PCN 00RW 

Meeting Date:   09/08/09; 2:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. Meeting Location:  Transportation Commission Meeting Room 

Notes by:  HDR Notes to:  SDDOT, HDR 

Attendees:
HDR   SDDOT  SDDENR  CORPS OF ENG  FISH&WILDLIFE FHWA 
James Unruh Tom Lehmkuhl John Miller Carolyn Kutz  Natalie Gates Ron McMahon 
  Terry Keller   Jackie Hein 
  Alice Whitebird  

Ruth Howell 
Ryan Huber 
Joan Clark   

 
Items of discussion, based on FHWA comments regarding the EA, were as follows: 

Preferred Option 
Terry Keller and James Unruh briefly reviewed the 6 options developed for Segment 2A and 
the basis for preferred Option 3.  (The May 2009 version of the Draft EA had been submitted 
to agencies in June for review.  The draft EA discussed the basis for the preferred option.) 

Channelization of the Pelican Lake Cutoff Channel 
The need for and the extent of channelization was discussed.  Large graphics of EA figures 
3-4 and 3-4a were reviewed. 

Roadway runoff impacts on water quality 
A memo dated 9/4/09 was distributed and discussed.  The memo documented the proposal to 
confine roadway runoff to roadside ditches and provide treatment of the runoff in 
sedimentation basins prior to discharge into wetlands and/or the Pelican Lake Cutoff 
Channel. 

Fish Road relocation 
The background of the potential Fish Road relocation was discussed.  Based on the most 
recent hydraulic analysis, box culverts can be installed at the crossing of the South Connector 
and the Pelican Lake Diversion Channel.  This will alleviate the need to relocate Fish Road. 

Noise impacts to Pelican Lake Game Production Area (GPA) 
A second memo dated 9/4/09 was distributed and discussed.  The memo documented the 
noise impacts to the GPA as well as noise mitigation options. 

 
Follow-up tasks: 
Terry Keller to submit letters to agencies as follows: 

 Game, Fish & Parks: Request concurrence with ‘de minimis’ noise impacts at GPA 
 Fish & Wildlife:  Request ‘No Effect Finding’ for threatened and endangered species 
 Other agencies:  Request letters of concurrence with preferred Option 3. 

 
















